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The Pastor’s Christmas & New Year’s Message

Weekly
Events

In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was God. He
existed in the beginning with God. God created everything through him, and nothing was created
except through him. The Word gave life to everything that was created, and his life brought light to
everyone. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it. God sent a man,
John the Baptist, to tell about the light so that everyone might believe because of his testimony. John
himself was not the light; he was simply a witness to tell about the light. The one who is the true light,
who gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He came into the very world he created, but
the world didn’t recognize him. He came to his own people, and even they rejected him. But to all
who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God. They are reborn—
not with a physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth that comes from God. So
the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness.
And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.
John 1:1-14 (NLT)

God gave us Jesus Christ, the “Light of the
World” to shine in our darkness, to help us
to find our connection and become children
of God.
We are all seekers. We seek meaning, we
seek wholeness, we seek purpose. God
chose to reveal himself to us in the person of
Jesus. In the past, God sent prophets to
speak to humanity but when the time was
just right, God sent Jesus, the divine one as
Emmanuel, God with us. Jesus represents a
new agreement between God and humanity;
a new birth for all, a miracle that came true
with the birth of baby Jesus in a manger.
What needs to be born in you this Christmas
season? What has been simmering just
beneath the surface that needs to be born
again? So often we focus on our losses – on
our deaths; the death of a loved one, the
death of a relationship, the death of a stage
of our lives, even the death of our abilities.
Know that with God there is life and new
birth and growth on the other side of loss.

Open yourself up to the birth of Jesus in
your heart in this very moment. And know
deeply that when you are aligned with God,
each day, each moment is a new beginning,
a new creation filled with hope.





Worship Service Sundays
at 10 am
Bible/Faith Study
Tuesday at 6 pm
Wednesday at 9:30 am
Choir Practice Tuesday at
7:15 pm

Upcoming
Church Events


Jan. 9 – 6 pm Trustees Meeting

Joseph and Mary knocked on doors to find a
place to stay in Bethlehem that night,
searching for a place to be warm and
welcomed and to give birth to their Son,
Jesus. So too does Jesus knock on the doors
of our hearts looking for a warm and
welcoming place to give new birth to you.
It’s true. It’s love in its purest form.



Jan. 11 – 6:30 pm Cabinet Mtg.



Jan. 15 – Annual Congregational

I pray that you be filled with joy and may
your heart be bursting with hope in the new
year.
In Christ’s love,
Pastor Terry

meeting during service


March 17 – St. Patrick’s Dinner



April 4 – Calendar Dinner



May 5 – Cinco De Mayo Dinner



May 12 – Mother/Daughter Tea
A New Bereavement Support Group
will begin Saturday, February 4, 2012
from 10 am – 12 pm each Saturday for
six weeks. Please call Pastor Terry
(860-564-7558) if you or someone you
care about would like to attend.

Congregational Meeting Minutes

Proverbs 22:17

September 25, 2011
The meeting was called to order following the Worship service.
Eric Sirois offered to be the auditor for the Church. A motion was made and seconded to elect Eric as our auditor;
the Congregation then voted and approved Eric Sirois as our auditor.
Stewardship Sunday is Oct. 23 . Stewardship letters will be mailed first week of Oct. and the Congregation was asked
to bring their Stewardship pledge with them to the Oct. 23 service. There will be three stewardship speakers who
will share their faith with us beginning Oct. 9 .

“A merry heart does
good like medicine”

rd

rd

th

Pastor’s report: although Pastor Terry was on vacation, she provided an update thanking all for their ‚cooperation,
energy, and financial support to this church‛. ‚Our growth and dedication to God’s mission here is starting to show
with much needed results. However, we must preserve & with God’s grace and love, we will continue to be and
become the church God wants us to be.‛ Bible study may be expanded to a morning session, the Bereavement
support group will begin in Jan. 2012, a 6 week series for couples: ‚A New Way to Love: Living God’s purpose for
your marriage‛ will begin later this year and confirmation classes will begin in October. Pastor Terry continues to
participate in the Plainfield Area Clergy, Ecumenical Ministers, as a member and secretary, and has recently agreed to
be the Windham Association registrar for the United Church of Christ.
Hillary Sirois , our Historian is requesting help to identify who is in many of the pictures that have been submitted to
the website and a description of what event is going on in that picture. This information will help to provide captions
to our Church scrap book.
Dawn Bates, Trustee’s chairman, provided a financial overview, a copy of which was included in the bulletin. All bills
are paid but have continued to have to take money from savings to pay for the extra oil expense we incurred this
year. We have a very active fund raising calendar for Oct. and Nov. which were highlighted in the bulletin. There is a
NE district Health department class on Oct. 6 for $10, (use the Church tax ID #), at 5:30 to receive a food services
health certificate.
th

The Trustees’ recommendation was read to the Congregation: ‚Convert existing oil burner to natural gas which will

fuel our steam heating system. Install on demand natural gas hot water heater and convert kitchen stove to natural
gas. Estimated cost is $7000.‛Savings: estimated at $3027 per year based on costs and utilization from Dec. 2010-April
2011. Pay back for our investment would be in less than 3 years. Funding: The Church has funds to fully pay for this

New Members
to our
Church Family
in 2011

project. These funds come from an account that is designated for the use of improving and repairing the building. A
motion was made and seconded to fund and implement these recommendations. The Congregation voted to approve
the recommendations.
Parsonage has several trees that are leaning over the property line that need to be removed. Robert Burdick was
contacted and will be taking the trees down and chip up the brush in exchange for the lumber and firewood. The
insurance company has notified us that the back of the parsonage must be painted. Al Tetreault has been contacted
and has looked at this project. A quote for the work is pending.

April
Ed, Heather, EJ and Katie
The Peckhams

David Young, building and grounds, described the project that will be started soon to dig up around the Church and
put in a new curtain drains try to solve our problems with water in the basement. The digging will be coordinated
with Yankee gas’s digging to put in the gas line. The eves are rotting in the back of the Church and Michael
Chalmers, a restoration carpenter, has offered to repair the damage. It was suggested that the pine and maple trees
on the south side should be removed to increase parking. This will require additional discussion since some church
members would like to keep the maple.

Julie, Rick & Christina
The Lepores
May

Amy Vaughan, Diaconate chairman, review the help the deacons provide to plan, participate in and lead, in Pastor
Terry’s absence, our Church services. The names and phone numbers of each deacon can be found in the bulletin.
Vacation Bible school was a great success, well attended and enjoyed by the children and all who helped out. The
Choir is still looking for additional members; practice is help Tuesdays at 7:15 pm.
Carol Credit provided an update on International Missions: ‚We have purchased a heifer, water buffalo and 2 goats
which completes our Milk Menagerie. Our next international mission will be to support the Haiti Relief through Dr.
Lowney. Our goal is to raise $250 for medical supplies. Our next mission will be for the SmileTrain to benefit
children born with clef pallets. The surgery to correct this takes about 30 minutes and cost $250 and changes the life
of these children.‛ The Missions board is looking for additional members. The local Angel Food Ministry is on hold for
restructuring due to recent low participation.
Ed Wright provided the Membership update: he is working on four projects. He is contacting the local police and fire
departments to ask if we can provide stuffed animals to them to use when they respond to an accident or other
situation where a child is present to help reduce a stressful situation. More membership forms are needed to insure
that we will have a complete membership list. A picture Sunday will be announced soon so we can get a picture of
our members to include in the membership book: easier to put a name with a face during services and at fellowship
time. Ed has been reviewing the guest book and sending a small card with a message from Terry to new visitors
inviting them to join our Congregation. He is creating a brochure, with the history of the Church and information
about our ministries and services that can be given to visitors and new members.

Amy, Terrence, Kadyn & Grady

The Mauls
June
Kristine and Kevin Jones
August
Merry & Jim Humphrey
September
Rebecca & LJ Theriaque
October
Nick, Nicole & Lukas
The Barnetts
November
Judy Jones &
Michael Chalmers

Christian education is hosting a field trip for the children on Sunday Oct. 2 to the Boston Aquarium. Rally Day was
successful with many children enjoying the kick off of Sunday School.
nd

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting. The meeting adjourned at 11:10 AM.
Submitted by Cathie Beausoleil, Church Clerk
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On the

Funny
Side

Cabinet Minutes
The First Congregational Church of Plainfield
Oct. 12, 2011 7:00 PM
Attendees: Pastor Terry Hood, Amy Vaughan (Deacons),, Dawn Bates (Trustees), Chelle Wright (Missions), Ed Wright (Membership), Tom
Shippee (Pastoral Relations), Donna Paradis (Christian Education) Cathie Beausoleil (Clerk). Guests: Judy Jones and Michael Chalmers
Sept. 2011 minutes were reviewed and approved
Old Business: Judy Jones, RN, spoke about starting a congregation nurse program where she could volunteer to visit church members who have
been recently ill or hospitalized to provide advice or assistance. She would not provide any hands on care but could for example: instruct the
member or the member’s family on how to prepare medications, identify programs the member may qualify for, discuss questions about
nutrition or help the member frame a question for their doctor about a medical concern. Judy indicated she has limited pediatric knowledge.
Judy would also like to host a fall prevention workshop that would be open to the community. Older people could learn how to avoid falls in
their home.To Do: Tom to call our insurance company to review this program. Cathie to call the conference: does the conference have such a
program defined? Need to create a disclosure form that the member would sign to agree with the visit/assistance. Need to adhere to Hippa
guidelines.
Pastor's Report: Chelle did an outstanding job last week providing the Stewardship moment. On Oct. 23 rd, the Congregation will be asked to
bring their offering and their Stewardship form forward. Confirmation classes will be starting soon and two classes per month will be held so
the class can graduate in May. Bible Study continues on Tuesday evening and now is available on Wed. morning. Couples class will be held in
the spring and the Bereavement class will begin in Jan.
Diaconate will be meeting Sunday Oct. 16th and a decision on ‚old‛ music and hymnals will be rescheduled since the rummage sale was extended
another weekend.
Christian Education: 23 kids and 9 adults went to the New England Aquarium field trip on Oct. 2 nd and had a great time. Christmas Bazaar is
being held on Nov. 5th. The Church is collecting chocolate for a raffle basket. The Sunday School is collecting food for project pin and the Youth
will be taking the food to the food pantry. The children will be decorating pumpkins Oct. 23 rd. The Youth are to attend the church service if
Donna is not in attendance. TO DO: need another teacher for the Primary Grades. The class is too large for one teacher. Donna will introduce
the Christian Education insert in the bulletin on Sunday Oct. 16th and ask for volunteers to help teach the primary class.
Missions Update: Angel Food Ministries has ceased operations and Chelle is researching other alternatives to replace Angel Food. A former group
from Angel Food may be staring up a program in Jan. called the Harvest. Another suggestion was made to look in to Project Serve.
Historian update: Would like to try to make a photobook through shutterfly since we have a lot of digital photos from some events. This way,
more pictures could be included. TO DO: more photos, labeled with who is in the picture and what they are doing, are still needed. We need a
designated person to take pictures at our events. Dawn offered to ask Norma-Jean to take pictures at the movie dinner on Oct. 22. A suggestion
was made that we should also made some ‚:hard copy‛ photobooks like they do at a pharmacy so member/visitors can enjoy these over coffee
hour.
Trustees: Financial update was provided in the bulletin and at the quarterly Congregational meeting Oct. 2nd. All bill payments are current. The
Congregation voted to approve the Trustee’s recommendation to spend the funds needed to convert the existing oil burner to gas, install a gas
hot water heater and convert the propane stove to gas. Yankee gas has submitted a request to the State for the permits needed to put in our
gas lines. The new gas burner has been ordered. Parsonage trees in the back yard will be taken down at no charge to the Church beginning in
late Oct. The back of the parsonage needs to be painted but our normal painter refused the project since the back of the building is too high.
We are now searching for another painter. . Discussion about the trees on the Church grounds was redirected to the Trustees. TO DO; Cathie
will ask Paul Desrochers to look at the pine tree in the Church yard to evaluate its health. We need to find another painter to work on the
parshonage.
Membership: The Plainfield police were contacted and are interested in participating in the Teddy bear program but he still hasn’t heard back
from the State Police. The excel spreadsheet for the member directory has been updated and he will be scheduling a date to take pictures.
Pastoral Relations: Will meet Oct. 17th at 7:30.
Clerk: 74 Stewardship letters were mailed the first week of Oct. Old Business: parish/congregation nurse program. Judy Jones has offered to
start one
Next meeting: Wed. Nov. 16 2011 at 7:00 pm
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Prayers Needed
Please keep these in your prayers

Bob Loranger
(friend of Greg Harpin)

Pat Mangler
(as she continues to heal)

Explanation of the Trustees Recommendation:
Heating System Conversion
presented at the
First Congregational Church of Plainfield
Congregational Meeting
Sept. 25, 2011

Convert existing oil burner to natural gas which will
fuel our steam heating system. Install on demand
natural gas hot water heater and convert kitchen stove
to natural gas. Estimated cost is $7000.
Savings: estimated at $3027 per year based on costs
and utilization from Dec. 2010-April 2011. Pay back for
our investment would be in less than 3 years.
Funding: The Church has funds to fully pay for this

Amy Jones
(Kris & Kevin Jones’ daughter undergoing chemotherapy)

Jocelyn Espeleta
(3yr old undergoing chemo - friends of Carol Credit’s family)

Cody O’Bryon
Ron Black
(continued healing, now in long term care)

Aaron Carignan
(continuing chemotherapy -friend of Christine & Greg Harpin)

Dennis Beausoleil
(Cathie Beasoleil’s brother-in-law)

Ray Gregory
(MaryAnn’s husband)

Jen Ballman, Rudy Schmied, The Milliron Family,
Bill Ihloff, The LaFlamme Family,
A1C Graeme Clark
(Dianne McBroome's nephew-military in Korea)

Capt. Kevin John Grenier
(stationed at Travis Air Force Base, CA

Stephen Snellgrove
(as he continues to undergo rehabilitation)

- Prayer For Our Community and World
- Renewal of love and hope in our relationships with
God and each other.

project. These funds come from an account that is
designated for the use of improving and repairing the
building.
Justification: Oil usage: from Sept. 2010-April 2011 we
used 2630 gals of oil at a cost of $8713.This amount of
oil created 365,307,000 BTUs to heat the church.
(2630 gallons of oil X 138,900 BTUs/gal)
If we had used natural gas to supply 365,307,000
BTUs of heat, we would have purchased 3466 CCFs of
gas at an average cost of $1.43 (actual average cost last
year). Cost to heat the church last year with gas would
have been $5385.
The math to convert Oil BTUs to Gas BTUs: divide
365,307,000 Oil BTUs by 100,000 BTUs to determine
the number of therms (gas measurement) that we
would have used. This equals: 3653 therms. To convert
therms to CCFs (which is the unit of measure that
Yankee gas uses to price the gas) you multiple 3653
therms X 1.031=3766 CCFs. Multiple the number of
CCFs used times the average cost of $1.43/ CCF = our
cost if we had used natural gas last year.
What if cost of gas goes up? The cost of natural gas as
of May was $1.70 per CCF. If we used 3766 CCFs of
gas next year at a cost of $1.70 we would pay $6402
and still save $2310/year over the average cost of oil.
Data validation and references: From a chart from a
Popular Mechanics article from January of 2011 titled:
Is Wood the Best Renewable Resource for Heating?
This showed comparisons with the various fossil fuels
as well.
Oil: efficiency is 78-87 %, one Gallon of oil=138,900
BTUs of heat.
Gas: efficiency is 80-98%; one Therm of gas=100,000
BTUs of heat.
NOTES:
1. Less maintenance costs for Gas Furnace:
burns cleaner and doesn’t require cleaning.
2. Furnace will not be running to supply hot
water during the warmer months.
Supply is always available and not subject to trucking
and weather concerns.
Please note that as of this newsletter
publication, the conversion is complete.
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First Congregational Church of Plainfield
Projections for 2012 - 2008
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008
Projected Projected Projected Projected Projected
Income
Fund Raisers
Concerts
Dinners
Frog Jump
Mother Daughter Tea
Raffles
Scrap Booking
Yard Sale
Total Fund Raisers
Other Income
Gifts Received
Invest Inc
Total Other Income
Plate Collections
Cash
Pledges
Total Plate Collections
Rental Income
Church
Parsonage
Total Rental Income
Total Income
Expenses
Charity
Discretionary Fund
Total Charity
Church Building
Cleaning
Communications
Electric
Fuel
Property Insurance
Repairs & Maintenance
Sewer tax
Total Church Building
Kitchen
Miscellaneous
Dues
Flowers

750
2,500
1,500
400
500
400
6,000
12,050

1,500
3,000
1,500
0
0
0
6,000
12,000

0
1,500
1,500
0
0
0
5,000
8,000

0
1,500
1,500
0
0
0
5,000
8,000

0
1000
1500
0
0
0
5000
7,500

1,000
100
1,100

1,000
250
1,250

1,000
1,000
2,000

1,200
1,000
2,200

1500
750
2,250

2,000
25,279
27,279

2,000
20,922
22,922

1,500
13,577
15,077

1,500
15,000
16,500

1500
18000
19,500

750
0
750
41,179

750
0
750
36,922

600
0
600
25,677

600
10,200
10,800
37,500

1200
10200
11,400
40,650

500
500

500
500

500
500

300
300

300
300

1,200
1,250
1,250
6,000
3,500
3,000
230
16,430
500

1,080
1,500
1,500
9,000
4,200
3,000
220
20,500
500

1,530
1,500
1,500
8,500
4,800
3,000
220
21,050
1,000

2,340
600
1,500
7,500
4,800
0
235
16,975
0

2600
800
1300
7500
5200
500
225
18,125
0

800
150

600
150

150
150

150
0

300
0
Page 5

Supplies
Total Miscellaneous
Parsonage
Electric
Fuel
Insurance
Repairs & Maintenance
SewerTax
Total Parsonage
Pastor
Education
Health Insurance
Misc
Professional Dues
Salary
Travel
Total Pastor
Programs
Church
Confirmation
Total Church
Community Programs
Berevement Group
Total Community
Programs
Total Programs
Service
Guest Minister
Music
Worship Supplies
Total Service
Total Expenses
Projected Shortage

1,000
1,950

750
1,500

250
550

0
150

0
300

0
0
1,800
500
230
2,530

0
0
0
500
220
720

480
2,000
0
500
220
3,200

0
0
0
500
235
735

0
0
0
500
225
725

500
6,000
200
350
22,800
1,800
31,650

500
2,400
250
600
22,800
500
27,050

500
0
500
600
22,800
500
24,900

0
0
0
0
500
0
500

1500
0
500
960
22000
1000
25,960

500
500

500
500

0
0

0
0

0
0

200

125

0

0

0

200
700

125
625

0
0

0
0

0
0

300
5,200
900
6,400
60,660

300
5600
925
6,825
58,220

550
5300
500
6,350
57,550

7,500
7000
500
15,000
33,660

400
6700
250
7,350
52,760

(19,481)

(21,298)

(31,873)

3,840

(12,110)
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Gallery of Church Family and Events of 2011

St Patrick’s Day Dinner – March 17, 2011

Calendar
Theme
Dinner
April 1, 2011

Mother Daughter Doll Tea
May 7, 2011
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Gallery of Church Family and Events of 2011
Hawaiian
Luau
Dinner
May 14, 2011

Annual
Frog Jumping Contest
July 30, 2011

Country Music
Gospel Concert

Vacation
Bible School
August 2011

Movie Theme Dinner
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Gallery of Church Family and Events of 2011

Christmas Pageant
December 18, 2011
Santa visits
the children
Christmas
Eve
dreaming
of
sugar
plums

Pastor Terry’s
new chalice
Plainfield Historical
Society Preservation
Award 2011
Dave Hood
For his efforts on the Plainfield
Congregational Church & the
Moosup Methodist Church clock

Designed and created by
Mr. Ted Verba

Pastor Terry’s office
restoration and renovation
was a surprise.
Crafted by Michael Chalmers, Bruce
Stewart, Tom Shippee, & Dave Hood
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Church Board & Committee Descriptions
We hope these descriptions will be helpful to all
so that we might better understand the role and purpose of each of church boards and committees.

Diaconate Board

So then, brothers, choose seven men among you who are known to
be full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, and we will put them in
charge of this matter. We ourselves, then, will give our full time to
prayer and the work of preaching. Acts 6:3-4
Purpose: In conjunction with the Pastor, the Diaconate Board
provides oversight of the spiritual needs and faith development of
the Congregation. The Diaconate assists with the development of
programs that sustain our existing membership and reach out to
welcome new members to the church.
Duties: The Diaconate is responsible for the oversight and
preparation of the worship service. The Diaconate assists the Pastor
in the preparation and administration of the sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper. As did the original deacons of the early church, the
Diaconate Board assists in the care of the poor, visitation to the sick,
comforting those who mourn and welcoming visitors. They
participate in the confirmation and reception of new members, as
well as baptisms. They have the responsibility of providing pulpit
supply in the absence of the Pastor.
The Diaconate Board consists of six members. One of the members
is designated each year as Senior Deacon.
How are we displaying Christ to the Congregation, Community and
beyond?
Each Sunday, the Deacons greet everyone as they come to worship
extending the arms of Christ to all who enter. As representatives of
Christ, their welcoming spirit extends beyond their Church
obligations as they go forth into the community and the world.

Board of Trustees
‚Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy
Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God,
which he bought with his own blood?" Acts 20:28
Purpose: The Board of Trustees is the governing body of our
Church. Decisions about Church assets, budget, property and
fundraising are under the direct supervision of the Board of Trustees.
Duties: The Board of Trustees monitors all Church expenses,
income, donations and other financial holdings. Two subcommittees
support the work of the Trustees:
1.
The Fundraising Committee discusses, plans and sponsors
fundraisers throughout the year.
2. Buildings and Grounds Committee is responsible for the
maintenance and care of all physical properties of the
Church and parsonage and coordinates renovations and
repairs.
The Trustees prepare and maintain the Church budget and provide
periodic updates on the financial status of the Church to the
Congregation. Members of the Board are elected and positions have
a time limit of three (3) years of service.
How are we displaying Christ to the Congregation, Community and
beyond?
Suggestions and ideas from the Congregation to the Board of
Trustees are welcome and encouraged either during a Trustee
Meeting or after the worship service. Our building is a place of
gathering for the community during church sponsored events and is
available for use to other community organizations and individuals.

Board of Christian Education

Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it. Proverbs 22:6
Purpose: In conjunction with the Pastor, the Board of Christian Education provides guidance for the spiritual needs and faith development of the youth and
children of the Church.
Duties: The Board of Christian Education chooses a curriculum for nursery, primary and youth children enrolled in the program. Responsible for maintaining
student registration information, ordering supplies for projects and organizing fundraisers, i.e. the Christmas bazaar & Frog Jump Contest.
The Board plans and coordinates field trips for the youth group and organizes the children’s involvement in Church services, i.e. Children’s Day, the Christmas
Pageant and other holiday activities and celebrations.
How are we displaying Christ to the Congregation, Community and beyond?
As Christ showed us through example, all children that come into our Church are embraced and nurtured. Many of our community events, especially the Frog
Jump Contest, supports and involves our community in building families and creating a bond between our Church and our community.
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Church Board & Committee Descriptions - continued
Pastoral Relations Committee

Instead speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up in him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together
by every supporting ligament grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. Ephesians 4:15, 16
1

Purpose: The Pastoral Relations Committee is charged with maintaining a reciprocal line of communication between the Pastor and the Congregation by
exchanging needs, ideas and concerns in order to enhance and uplift our life as a church family.
Duties: The Committee serves as an advisory group to the Pastor by providing a forum for periodic feedback, respecting the Pastor’s professional expertise, and
encouraging self-care pursuits and professional development. As an advisory group the committee shares ideas, dreams, hopes, expectations and concerns of the
Congregation with the Pastor.
The Committee is made up of the Pastor and five members.
How are we displaying Christ to the Congregation, Community and beyond?
Committee members display Christ to the Congregation and community by displaying and creating an atmosphere of healthy communication. The Committee
listens to concerns from the Congregation and the Pastor, discerning and understanding different points of view.

Missions
Committee
‚Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, ‘I have compassion for the
crowd, because they have been with me now for three days and have
nothing to eat; and I do not want to send them away hungry, for they might
faint on the way.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Where are we to get enough
bread in the desert to feed so great a crowd?’ Jesus asked them, ‘How many
loaves have you?’ They said, ‘Seven, and a few small fish.’ Then ordering the
crowd to sit down on the ground, he took the seven loaves and the fish; and
after giving thanks he broke them and gave them to the disciples, and the
disciples gave them to the crowds. And all of them ate and were filled; and
they took up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets full‛. Matthew 15. 32-37
Purpose: The purpose of the Mission Committee is to spread the good
works of our faith through Jesus Christ by helping those of all faiths in need
locally and internationally.
Locally, we collect non-perishable food items for our local food pantry. In
the past, we have also been a sponsor for Angel Food Ministry a nonprofit,
non-denominational food cooperative committed to providing food assistance
to families. We are currently researching a similar program since Angel Food
Ministry is no longer available.
Our international mission sponsors a Heifer International project
(www.heiferinternational.com) that helps third world countries to end world
hunger.
Duties: We are currently researching a local food ministry that takes food
orders monthly from anyone in the community regardless of church
affiliation. In the past, we have provided the volunteers, who pick up and
distribute the food from our fellowship hall. Our international mission is
funded by various fundraisers and donations from our Church members.
These funds have purchased a menagerie of animals (water buffalo, heifer,
and 2 goats) that are then given to needy families throughout the world to
assist in food production.
How are we displaying Christ to the Congregation, community and beyond?
Through our local food project, we have helped over 40 families in our
community to stretch their food budget. Our international mission through
Heifer International teaches and supplies animals to support their food
producing needs.

Membership
Committee
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love
and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as
you see the Day approaching. Hebrews 10:24-25
For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.‛
Matthew 18:20
From him the whole body, joined and held together by every
supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part
does its work. Ephesians 4:16
Purpose: This Committee actively welcomes and greets guests before
and after the church service. The Committee is knowledgeable in
the workings of the church and able to answer questions to guests
and potential new members. This Committee reaches out to identify,
correspond with and recommend candidates for membership
Duties: The membership committee creates and updates a
membership directory that helps the Congregation get to know each
other. The committee designs and produces a Church brochure that
includes a brief history of the Church, a message from the pastor,
and the different services that the church offers the community and
the world. The committee would also send cards to provide
information about our Church and greet new visitors.
How are we displaying Christ to the Congregation, Community and
beyond?
The committee identifies new arrivals in our community and delivers
a welcome basket. The welcome basket may include: community
resources, a Church brochure and some goodies. The Teddy Bears
for Children project is a community outreach endeavor providing
stuffed animals to the police, firemen and paramedics that can be
given to children during stressful situations. The stuffed animal has a
small card with a picture of our Church and a small bible verse.
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Church Board & Committee Descriptions - continued
Historian
Committee
‚Ask the former generation and find out what their ancestors
learned, for we were born only yesterday and know nothing, and our
days on earth are but a shadow. Will they not instruct you and tell
you? Will they not bring forth words from their understanding?" Job
8:8-101
Purpose: The purpose of the Historian is to document the different
events of the Congregation in order to preserve the history of the
Church. These events may include Sunday fellowship, fundraisers,
baptisms, and community gatherings. It is important to preserve
information about and to inform members of the Church, both old
and new, of the special events the Church participates in and
sponsors.
Duties: The Historian shall keep a record including newspaper
clippings and pictures of important events in the life of the Church
including but not limited to installations, anniversaries, dedications,
fundraisers and other such occasions. The Historian shall provide
quarterly commentary for the Church newsletter to share the
historical activities of the church with the Congregation and gather
information to be used to update the Church’s website. The
Historian will document the current happenings of the Church in a
photo scrapbook, which will highlight key events of the
Congregation. The chairperson is also responsible for ensuring that
the Church bylaws are followed.
How are we displaying Christ to the Congregation, Community and
beyond?
By documenting the events of the Church we are showing ways we
celebrate Christ through our Congregation. By recording our
history, we are preserving our Church’s legacy for future generations.

Clerk of the
Church

‚But everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way.‛ 1
Corinthians 14:401
Purpose: To ensure that Church records are properly documented and
retained which includes board/committee meeting minutes,
birth/death/marriage records, conference reports, Church membership
lists and the list of Church officers.
Duties: The Clerk is responsible for overseeing that minutes from
Church board/committee meetings are documented and stored. The
official copy of the minutes should include complete copies of all reports,
documents and financial statements. The Clerk is responsible for
providing information on committee activities for the newsletter and the
website. The Clerk shall keep a record of all proceedings of the Church
and of the Cabinet. He/she shall keep a register of membership by
recording all changes as well as a record of births, deaths, baptisms and
marriages. The Clerk shall issue letters of transfer, give notices of all
meetings when they are required and conduct all correspondence which
pertains to the office.
How are we displaying Christ to the Congregation Community and
beyond?
The committee/board meeting minutes are open and available to the
Congregation. Portions of this information are also sent to the local
conference office for its use in statistical reporting. We participate in
community activities such as the People In Need (PIN) project and we
share our Church and building history with the local historical society.

Church Cabinet
‚The one who plants and the one who waters have one purpose, and they will each be rewarded according to their own. 1 Corinthians 3:6-9 1
Purpose: The primary function of the cabinet is to act as a communication vehicle between the Congregation and all boards and committees. The
Cabinet acts to facilitate the coordination of all activities of the Church.
Duties: The Cabinet shall consist of the Pastor, the Clerk, the Historian, and the chairpersons or their designees from the following committees:
Christian Education, Diaconate Board, Membership, Missions, Pastoral Relations and the Board of Trustees. The chairperson of the Cabinet shall act
as the moderator for all Congregational meetings. The Cabinet nominates candidates to fill vacancies among the officers, boards and committees to
be presented at a Congregational meeting for approval.
How are we displaying Christ to the Congregation Community and beyond? The Cabinet displays Christ to our Church and Community
through our participation in ecumenical services and programs, the Angel Food Ministry, Project PIN, bereavement support classes, Vacation
Bible School, Greater World Missions, the Heifer Project, hosting AA meetings, Bible Study and sponsoring other events that are open to the
public.
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